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Written In 
Stone...seen 
through our lens

Geology is all around us, scarcely thought of as we go about our lives. 
Yet, it affects everything we do as a civilization , as a society and as individuals.
While barely appearing to change from day to day, it works to alter the course 
of evolution. Preserving a record of creatures and landscapes both ancient and 
forgotten, the story of our past is written in stone and waiting to be read. 





Paris is a city of layers Ɔboth above ground and 
below. Its underground has many new additions, 
while others are vestiges of the past, often lost and 
forgotten.

Standing on the streets of Paris, you'd never suspect 
what exists below you unless you looked at a map of 
the underground that mirrors the landscape above.

On the Right Bank, the buttes of Montmartre and 
Belleville are riddled with gypsum quarries. On the 
Left, Paris is honeycombed with a labyrinth of over 
200 miles of cavernous limestone quarries replete 
with a macabre section known as the Catacombs.

The Catacombs is a dimly lit, musty maze of 
galleries and corridors lined with the bones of 
approximately 6,000,000 disinterred Parisians. In 
one section, a water -filled well contains the 
stratigraphic contact of the Lutetian age 45 million 
years ago.

History of tourism







PARISƉS GEOLOGY 
UNDERFOOT
The city of Paris occupies a tiny portion 
of the extensive Paris Basin Ɔa 140,000 
square kilometer shallow epicontinental 
trough of flat valleys and low plateaus in 
the north of France. On a larger scale, 
the depocenter of the Anglo -Paris Basin 
that spans the English Channel into 
Great Britain resides on the continental 
shelf of the Eurasian plate. 


