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Geological Legacies of the
Paris Basin: Subterranean
Limestone Quarries and
Catacombs of Paris

ON MERCATOR'S PROJECTION |
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Le 9 pavembre 1785, un arebt du Comsedd onloa -
sl b suppeestion da Ganeldro doy fzoicents, b
wiivant woe seppiiqno des baditants, Je nembre des
corps Avalt en dis siicles exdanast o sol So plus de
X plods an-desves o terraing voislon, o Timpec-
Uon ioirle des Carridres &t charsée d'ea re
corillic by dépomilies 4a Lilien dos ImmoIes S
Sermains ok rizoent, 33 sud de Paris, sous Ja plaine
da Moatsoatis , plaine aujoardbui coavecte par e
Tues ¢ Jea raisons du Peta-Montrouge , mais gui
o'edfralt adors quiene vasle solitude.

¥ qualee mois, Nlngection des Carnsbres avait
cadli un esnadier &0 11 marches your descendee
dass los vides . manaiTH wo poita de 17 mdtees por
Joter ot Gusensiols, Jos culls o carrvire
jar des pliees o macostetie. Id of MMV
thoa b diay dages aaplcitation ot coasrvit Ven
ccitie drtiode A cerner be pdcimitre o Fossarite

Lo T avrid 1205, Jo chee gt conaserait bes noavellen
CATACONEES ot Von y isstallait 1a trasalation ré
palitee Jbe omernents. Paosds A I chabe war be lien
mime de Vozhumation , les dédeis homaiss ddaient
charpls dass des chars recouvests d'on drap mor-
tsakre. ¢ coaduite, vers de dbclin de our, A hor
neavele demrure, szivit de prétres a parplis qui
edantabent Yoflon dos worts, Catle logubre opéra-
oo ful terminde A ks Gn 4o 1183,

Do 1258 § 1792, Jos essplacesnesis sobrqués sar e
plan des Jettres DL B ¥, G (ooir ds Mgomde) rece
vabmt les victicnas dea Joarsdes revolatioonaires
etplus tand, de 1392 A 1314, seize cimetidoen pa
roisdaat (oodr Lo Idgende) versuient s000estvemnest
Teur tnbas dans I grands nlcropele sosterraize.

Fa 1510, X, Rirseart de Thury . baspeciear ge-
neral des Carribees, agrandil ¢t restaurs s Catas
combes. Sous w direction, bas travanx de soaldne
et oot seeyi A Ly dbcceation todme du lieo. Les
onements . sAZoasement ﬁ»‘uﬂ- sgivazt leur
ctigios of L daie de bear Cramssatbon . focmeant , de
chages olth dea palerien, un parement répulier vt
Togorl s desshaent. A teoh dactears defevate,
troes condomas de Waes hocizoatins. Des isscnptons
emprunides aus Efliratares profise ol satece o0u
veens Jos piliers ol los wurs e consolidation.

Dasts I'osssaizo mfese, om avait formé dews 0ol
Bctions dew coriowitds yatbologaques ¢ minérale-
gigues resconinées pesdist le cours des travags,
Un éboubercent sucvenu e 1537 & intercepté Tacods
du pressler 42 cos wasden soaserraing. Lisuire, dé.
vasté par bos visitours , n'offre plus aucan inténis

Esfin. bors dox Catacomben of dxns den vides de
carmdee iafirmare, existe yos grossiire lmage de s
fackeronie do Poct Makdor, quiens cunrier, Jong-
e peisonnar o guecro chicx oy Bigagoils, e3é-
cold de somrenir peadant ses heur o de repos, de
1377 A 1782, 12 descriplica de <t ouviage 50 sl
Tadl woaver jlace dans soe publication wrowse

Les galerves Son Calsoomben formest on réscan
des plus compliques, Leon Sbveloppensent tetal at
Winl &40 mdtres, Leur Bastrur moyenoe esl de
T mdtees; Jver Sargeur, de 230
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NOTICE HISTORIQUE ET SYATISTIQUE
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charpls dass des chars recouvests d'on drap mor-
usakte. ¢f conduile, vers de dbelin dw our, A hur
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edantalent Toflon des worts, Catie logubre opéra.
Goa ful terminde & b Gn 4o 1152,
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Las galerses S Calscomben formoest on réscan
des plus compliques. Lesn Sbveloppemsent tetal at
Geint &0 mitres, Leur Basteur moyence est de
T woltons i Jeer Sargear, de 230
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Geology Is all around us, scarcely thought of as we go about our lives.

Yet, it affects everything we do as a civilization , as a society and as individuals.
While barely appearing to change from day to day, it works to alter the course

of evolution. Preserving a record of creatures and landscapes both ancient and
forgotten, the story of our past is written in stone and waiting to be read.
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Paris is a city of layers 3 both above ground and
below. Its underground has many new additions,
while others are vestiges of the past, often lost and
forgotten.

Standing on the streets of Paris, you'd never suspect
what exists below you unless you looked at a map of
the underground that mirrors the landscape above.

On the Right Bank, the buttes of Montmartre and
Belleville are riddled with gypsum quarries. On the
Left, Paris is honeycombed with a labyrinth of over
200 miles of cavernous limestone quarries replete
with a macabre section known as the Catacombs.

The Catacombs is a dimly lit, musty maze of
galleries and corridors lined with the bones of
approximately 6,000,000 disinterred Parisians. In
one section, a water -filled well contains the
stratigraphic contact of the Lutetian age 45 million
years ago.
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PARI SPS GEOLOGY
UNDERFOOT

The city of Paris occupies a tiny portion

of the extensive Paris Basin Oa 140,000
square kilometer shallow epicontinental
trough of flat valleys and low plateaus In
the north of France. On a larger scale,

the depocenter of the Anglo  -Paris Basin
that spans the English Channel into

Great Britain resides on the continental
shelf of the Eurasian plate.




